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MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

535. Dr E. CONSTABLE to the Premier: 
I refer to the definition of ministerial responsibility provided by the Commission on Government that a minister 
is directly responsible to Parliament for everything that occurs in his or her portfolio and is obliged to resign over 
any serious maladministration. 

(1) Does the Premier support the principle of ministerial responsibility? 

(2) If yes, is the former Minister for Community Development responsible to this Parliament for more than 
100 children who were sexually, physically and emotionally abused and neglected when in the care and 
protection of the state while she was the minister? 

(3) If no to (2), who is responsible and accountable to this Parliament for the maladministration of the 
Department for Community Development that led to the abuse of these vulnerable children? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1) Yes. 
(2)-(3) The minister is responsible for the activities of the department; there is no question about that.  The 

government is broadly responsible for the activities of all its government departments.  However, to 
sheet home to the minister the blame for individual circumstances that occurred in the interaction 
between people when, in this case, the Department for Community Development and caseworkers were 
involved, is completely and utterly beyond the realistic expectations of the code.  If the minister 
resigned every time a child who had been, or was in contact with, the Department for Community 
Development died, there would be a succession of ministers.  There would not have been a minister in 
Western Australia in that portfolio who would not have been forced to resign.  That is the bottom line.  
We have portrayed here a preposterous circumstance; that the minister somehow or other is directly 
responsible for each and every individual case and the outcome of those cases.  That is the proposition 
being put forward.  I am reluctant to say this, but Mrs Jakins made it perfectly clear that she did not 
expect either Jane Brazier or the minister to resign because of the tragic circumstances of that case.  If 
the member for Churchlands has an argument with that point of view - I do not - I suggest she take it up 
with her. 

 


